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We aim to create a
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Orchard School Statement of intent

All of our children learn in very unique ways, requiring individual and small group work using a range of
specialist resources, trained staff and specialist rooms. We encourage Home Learning all year through as
this supports the work we do in school, the more consistency between home and school means we have
the best opportunities and outcomes for each child.

We provide every child with their level of learning via a ‘Step overview’ information sheet and then
following this step levels are reported through their EHCP meeting. An example is attached within
Appendix 1. Using this information, for example specific step for each subject area this can then be used to
access curriculum information on our website.

We have produced step guides for each area of the curriculum suggesting specific activities to do in a clear
way, in addition to this we have produced ‘gift guides’, this helps parents to know what their child would
be using for their learning stage.

In addition to this, we provide every family with a half termly overview of learning for their child which
includes an overview of thematic learning and activities to support this, that matches the learning within
their specific class. An example is attached within Appendix 2.

The school website Home Learning section is regularly updated to identify key links to online learning
opportunities and other school-produced documents to support families with learning outside of school.

In instances in which there are whole school closures for more than 3 days, we endeavour to provide
access to a virtual timetable of a mix between live and recorded sessions, for those children that it would
be most appropriate for.

Families are encouraged to add their home learning evidence to the Evidence for Learning Family app, they
can add photos, videos and comments. Class staff can then view these and these form part of the child’s
overall evidence journey. This supports class staff to see what the child is participating in at home and can
provide further support for families if required.
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Appendix 1

Home Learning Information for families

You will find lots of useful home learning information on the school website that will help you to understand the level of learning your child is working
at and provide you with activities, ideas, targets and resources to support your child at home across all areas of learning.

Your child's class team will also send you a home learning plan once a half term and this is directly linked to the topic and activities being taught in

class.

These are the steps at which your child is working at, therefore will enable you to access the information on the website.

Communication-
Understanding

Communication-
Expression

Maths - Using &
Applying

Physical
Development-
Moving/gross
motor

Physical
Development-
Handling/Fine
motor

Literacy- Writing

Your child's team will send this
information to you

Your child's team will send this
information to you

Your child's team will send this
information to you

Your child's team will send this
information to you

Your child's team will send this
information to you

Your child's team will send this
information to you

Literacy- Reading

Independence

PSED

Understanding of
the World (UW)

Expressive Arts &
Design (EAD)

Your child's team will send this
information to you

Your child's team will send this
information to you

Your child's team will send this
information to you

Your child's team will send this
information to you

Your child's team will send this
information to you

For more information please speak to your child's class team
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Appendix 2

The Orchard School
Home Leaming ldeas
Term: Summer 1

uw

Independence

EAD

Spring nature walk— go for a walk through a park or nature
reserve. Collect zpring flowers, leaves and herbs. Explore
your senzez—tell me what | can hear, birds, frogs, dogs, wa-
ter and what | can smell—frezhly cut grass, flowers, herbs.
Give me time to explore what | have collected by placing
them in a tray. Let me fesl all the different matenals.

B_ms_h_iEFJmJegﬂ)— part of my daily routine, support me to brush m
teeth. How do |tn|eml.e this? Can | help my hnldlng the wothbrush a
trying myself? Can | squeeze out the toothpaste?

Getting dressed— allow me opportunities to dress and undress K.
How much can | assist in getting myself dressed or undressed? Do | pull

my leg out of frousers. arms out of tops?

Washing hands—encourage me to wash my hands using soap and water.
upport me to 'Ihlawlﬁ little prompting. Do | place my hands in the
sink in antcipation? Am | able to atempt to dry my own hands?

Printing—Cn a spring nature walk, collect a vanety of
spring flowers. leaves and herbs. Then, provide paint for
me to explore and investigate these spring itemz by dip-
ping and printing with them.

Mature paintbrushes— create nature paint brushes. Use
string to tie together some flowers and leaves to the end
of @ branch to create a paintbruzh. Give me some bright
coloured paint and encourage me o make marks!

Maths

Explore earhy mathz toye such as =hape zorters, stacking
cups, ning stackers. How do | explore different toys? Do |
banag. turn, drop, tip. squeeze?

Uze a large tub to create a spning themed "sensory soup’. Fill
the tub with water and spring objectz such az petalz and
leaves. Use food colounng to change the colour of the water.
Prowide a range of cups. jugs. spoons and ladles. Encourage
me to expenment with pouring and filling the cups. splashing
and stimng with the spoons.

{ur Topec is: Spring and Recycling
L)
£+ &
spring o recyding

We would like you to complete at least 3 of the activities by the end
of thiz term

Fleaze =end in a photo/ picture/ some work to share =0 we can see
what wonderful things you have donel

Ouwr class parent email s

Literacy

Reading— Continue channg story books at home. Have a
go at the rhymes induded-ittle peter rabbit and our
spnng song. Do | anticipate any of the sounds or ac-
tions? Do | reach out to explore?

Wriing—rnezzy mark making in different matenalz. En-
courage me to move my hands within different matenals
to make marks and look as | do so. Encourage me to
make different actions such as raking, smeanng, patting,
prodding.

PSHE- Community and wider world

Physical Development

Communication

Canng for the environment—help me to care for my environ-
ment through different activities! Create some themed tuft
trays to help me explore my world—such as a tray filled with
recyclable matenals or a garden themed tray!

Belatonship building—bwild up my positive relationships by
engaging with me in activities | enjoy! Let's spend some time
in our cornmunity—if | am a part of amy wider communities
thiz would be brilliant to explore as well!

Maoving—if | have physio program please continue this at home.
Practice some gross motor skills by visiting a local park, soft play
area, or even in your own garden. é‘upport me to uze the play
equipment acceszible.

Handling—continue explonng different 2enzony matenals (wet, dry,
wam, cold, sticky). Encourage me to move my hands in and
through the matenalz. Do | look as | move my fﬁnds through? Do |
look at the marks | make? Do | show a preference of matenals?

Attentionr—Allow me to choose an activity that | enjoy. En-
courage me to stay focused on the activity. How long can
| maintain my attention to thiz activity? 2 3. 5 minutes?
How about an activity of your choozing? How long can |
focus on this?

Interachion rhymes lgames—use games such as peeka-
boo, row row row your boat ete. to intiate interactions
with me. Do | request more? Do | make eye contact with
you? Do | anticipate known actions or sounds?




The Orchard School - Home Learning ideas linked to Winter and My Senses term topics

Let it Snow—sensory bottle—instructions atteched.

&0 for a wirter walk with your child in the local park end lock and lis-
ten to the sights and sounds.

Explore edible snow using your senses — Recipe instructions attached.

Create a winter treasure basket using— ice frozen in a glove or freez-
er bag, gleves, hat and scorf for your child to explere, white pampom
or cotton weol balls to represent snowflakes. Snowflake plastic deco-
ratiens, snow globe or ary other wirter ifems you hove around your
home—place these in a shoe box or ina basket and let your child ex-
plare.

Independence

Expressive Art and Design

Persoral Hygiere.

* Encourage your child 1o develop independence By pulting 1heir hendd infe The Bl when i1
ig time Po wesh them and encourage Them Bo afferp! B wipe Their mouth with o clath.

- Herel sver Band in the et initance auppert them b Brush their hair and then ket them
hawe a go their selwed

- Encourage your child with brushing ther teeth, if you da it in fromt of a mirror they can

| e T action you are dupperting Them with. Thin et Phem Bave age Their & haed.

Dreszeg and Undressing:

* Erdiure 1hatl you giee your child sppertunitics if peisible, o develop ther dressing and
wrlredsing kil such a3 pulling their armdfless cwsy from clothing, deliberate pauses will
alleow Thier 1o Build up Phise skilli. A3 Fhey Fhem 1o pul 1Bir own armd
inta clathing and push ther beadi through their jumpers, or of e you their foat for ther

i lhdnrm_ﬁwlhulrn take I'!':irnln hat off and put it en again.

Exhing and Lrinkang (if appropraote to your chakd)

® If your child con eal, enourage pour ciald 1o feed Their fehed with @ dpaon o fark. Yau
mary need Po da this haned sver Fond in The firg? inifonce. Wisen They cn fake The speon 1o
ther meuth Fhen enccurage Theim o work on leading thar fpoon. Yau ey meed 1o model
Alabbing Tocd wilk o foark

" Encourage your child 1 iy different fosds by adding one mew Tood eackh week ta their
plte. There should not be any especiation 1o &af it juit explore wling Their Fends and
e af @mell and maybe even bek i1

L] Encourage your child 1o put their cup, Bowl in The Sink after using.

Lce painfing—freeze some ice cubes with squash or foeod colouring in.
Befors freszing cdd a lolly pep stick in so your child with hove something
to grasp as they mows the ice orourd on a tray and watch it meht ond the
colours mix.

Explore sugar ice painting—Mix icing sugor with o little water and you
can always add a little glitter and allew your child o mark maks using
their fingers or a brush.

Malt someo white chocolats in the microwave and add to rice crispies to
maks snowball crispy cakes for all the fomily. Ercourage them o shir
the chocolats imte the rice crispiss and o use their hards to mould the
srowball shapes.

Sparkling srow clowd dough - recips attached.

Treosure basketz— You con use the ifems from your UW treosuire basket and see if
your child will reach in ard remove one of a fime. Do they eaplore with both honds?
Car they grasp the chject with their left and right hard individudby and ther pess to
thie ether hard? Do thoy drop one object when offered crother object?

Peek a boo Hold an shject in frort of your child and then move it towards them do
they reach out to grosp 17 Mext move it slow out of view and see if thoy search for
it—to the lsft and then right of thom,

Hide ard seek You will need a scorf and an shject that your child engages with, hide
the ebject in front of your child under the scorf ond leave a litfle of the object show-
ing. Do they remove the cloth o seck it?

Finding the same— Howe two sots of objects e.g. spoon, sodk, apple and glove. Placs
one of sach on the table ard then hald the matdhing one up and see if your child con
find the some start from twe ard build up to from three, four or five.

Couse and effect— push down or pop up toys

Winter and My Senses

Please send us some photographs of the activities you do this half
term

Owur class porent email is;

Literacy
Sensory Story + Imteractive riymes — We are going ona
winter walk, snowman rhyme, Hat, scorf and mitten rhyme,
Im a little snowman.

These have been attached

Sit together and share a book each day/evening— let us
lnow which books your child shows a preference for.

Book =kills

Visit your local librory—spend time explering texture, lift
the flop and sound books with your child.

Undertake interaction rhymes such as row, row and round and round
;:dm with your child.

Play peek a boo with your child.

Roll a car or ball back and forwards to your child.

Small world Eul::,l—fe.zding and bathing deollies or teddies.
Brush their fur or hair, dressing Teddy Bears or dolls.

Mesoy mark making— Explore in cold marerials— You may reed to de hold their hands
ot first and encourage them to move their hands through i, to grasp, hold, rdease. Do
they show inferest or do it indspendertiy? Do they show o preference. for ome hand.
Cold custard, Telly, yoghart from fridgs and Lee-omeam

Hond Moszcnge — use baby oil or baby lofion ard massage your child's hards and fir-
gers, have soft music playing in the back ground, do thoy of fer you their hand o maes-
sage, do the hard massage before the messy mark making activities.

Gross motor — Urdertake plysic program. (i appropriate)

Ball skalls— work on your child throwing o ball underarm and relling a ball to you.

Go an lotrs of lovely ourtdoor walks and use aquipment in ths park

If child is using PECs then ploase model cs many times os ible through-
mrrm chay. Eg?;qlmﬁrgfmdwﬁﬂnhmdfww}mtpbrugt?ﬁﬂq'm
to do. If you require additional symbals pleass ask

If child is at the bobbling stage—do-da, mo-ma, ha-ha this imrer-
nrhr:".rhl repecting their sourds back to ﬂmuﬂiﬁmawmm

e marirg for exampls if they pick up a cup and soy da -da soy yes drink, you
mﬂnd-inlLIfﬂqmmthau bobble sulrrim-mwﬁ-ﬁ:.hhu'rg
everyday objects 1o your child will ercourage their vooalizetion chills.

Gve: child oppormuritics to maks requests
mﬁ chisicies to select from this could be

0 wear, or toys to phay
with. Encourage them through modelling to poirt
warit.

wooalize ot the ors they

Explore toys or obj with your child ard then see if they remain imferssted in
them for up to 1 mirurte their self.




