
 

 

Head Teacher: Elizabeth Hopewell 
 
Causeway Green Road, Oldbury,  

West Midlands B68 8LD 

 

Email:  info@orchard.sandwell.sch.uk  
Web: www.orchard.sandwell.sch.uk 
 

                                                                                                                                      12.06.2026 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I am writing to update you about 3 separate items: 

• further proposed industrial action involving school unions. 

• Father’s Day event Wednesday 17th June  

• Interim Headteacher 

 

Industrial action involving school unions. 

Discussions are continuing with the trade unions and at the moment we do not know whether the 

action planned for the coming weeks is going ahead or not. A further update will be sent as soon as 

we know but this is unlikely to be before the beginning of next week.   

 

We are very sorry about the short notice in letting you know about these strike dates and the 

significant disruption and inconvenience these cause but the Unions have not confirmed their 

intentions at present.   

Future dates to remind you if strikes go ahead are: 

 

• Wednesday 17 June 2026 (NASUWT) 

• Friday 19 June 2026 (GMB) 

• Tuesday 23 June 2026 (GMB) 

• Thursday 25 June 2026 (NASUWT) 

 

Father’s Day event Wednesday 17th June  

Due to the uncertainty surrounding planned trade union action on Wednesday 17th June 2026, we 

have made the difficult decision to cancel the Father’s Day Activity Morning scheduled for that day. 

 

Unfortunately, we are unable to reschedule the event, as our Sports Day activities are taking place 

throughout next week and have already been arranged. 

 

We would be delighted to welcome family members to our Sports Day events instead. Further 

information about these events will be shared today by our Physical Development Lead. 

 

Interim Headteacher 

Due to the Headteacher’s absence we now have some part-time input from an interim Headteacher 

– James Horspool. You may meet James in school, and may get messages from him.  

 

  

Telephone: 0121 569 7040 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

As mentioned above, a further update will be sent as soon as we know about the strike action but 

this is unlikely to be before the beginning of next week.   

 . 

Thank you for your continued understanding and support. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

                                                       
 

Helen Grindulis 

Chair of Governors, on behalf of the Governing Body 


